
 

 

 
MLS POLICY UPDATE 

January 1st, 2026 

 
 

The MLS Committee would like to inform our members of the following MLS update(s). The change(s) will go into effect 
January 1st, 2026. Please familiarize yourself with the information below: 
 

• Digitally Altered Images  
• New Optional Amenity Fields 

 
Digitally Altered Images 
Due to new state law (CA AB723), TCMLS has adopted CAR Model MLS rules 11.5.1 and 11.5.2 for ‘Digitally Altered 
Images’. Listings agents that upload digitally altered images to the MLS will be required to identify the altered images 
and include the original, unaltered version. AI-altered photos and images where furniture, appliances, landscaping, 
property view, neighborhood or other elements of the real property that have been added/changed/removed are 
considered digitally altered images. Brightness, sharpening or coloring correction changes to truthfully and accurately 
represent the property are not classified as ‘digitally altered image’ under this policy.  
 
A new icon in the photo management section will be available in January to allow our members to identify digitally 
altered images (see screenshot). A watermark with the text “Photo digitally altered and/or virtually staged” or similar 
verbiage will also be added to the photo. Failure to abide to the MLS rule is a tier1 violation as per the fine schedule.  

 
11.5.1 Definition of Digitally Altered Images. “Digitally altered image” means 
an image, created by or at the direction of the real estate broker or salesperson, or 
person acting on their behalf, that has been altered through the use of photo editing 
software or artificial intelligence to add, remove, or change elements in the image, 
including, but not limited to, fixtures, furniture, appliances, flooring, walls, paint color, 
hardscape, landscape, façade, floor plans, and elements outside of, or visible from, the 
property, including, but not limited to, streetlights, utility poles, views through windows, 
and neighboring properties. “Digitally altered image” does not include an image where 
only lighting, sharpening, white balance, color correction, angle, straightening, 
cropping, exposure, or other common photo editing adjustments are made that do not 
change the representation of the real property.  
 
11.5.2. Digitally Altered Images. A Participant or Subscriber who submits any 

digitally altered image must also (i) submit the original, unaltered version of the digitally altered image, (ii) ensure 
that the original, unaltered version is displayed immediately before or after the digitally altered image, and (iii) ensure 
that the digitally altered image is marked in a reasonably conspicuous manner as “altered,” “digitally altered,” “AI 
altered,” or some accurate substantially similar term.  

New OPTIONAL amenity fields 
To allow our members to better serve their clients, new optional amenity fields will be added to the MLS in the month of 
January. New categories such as ‘Architectural Style’, ’Basement’, ’Community Features’ and ‘Other Structures’ will be 
available alongside numerous new fields in existing categories. All new fields comply with the latest RESO data 
dictionary standard for real estate industrial consistency. A full list will be available in the MLS.  
 

Do not hesitate to contact the board/MLS office at (559) 627-1776 or via email at support@tcmls.org with any questions. 

CA AB723: https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB723 
RESO Data Dictionary: https://www.reso.org/data-dictionary/ 
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